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Eerie light bathes the faces of Sharon Munshour, left, and Jamle Welsh In this almulatlon of • UFO experience 

Close encounters of the local kiDd · 

Area residents relate experiences with UFO sightings 
By TERRY TALBERT 
Staff Writer 

son - who Is now grown - see on that long 
ago night? She doesn't know_ She finds it 
dirficult to put Into words. "I don't know 1t happened on a summer night a long how to explain ll. Whatever it was, it was 

time ago, but as far as the Sharpsburg resi- weird. We were so astonished, you 
dent is concerned it could �e been yester- know ... awestruck Is a good word to 
day. She recalls the time - 7 p.m. She describe how 1 felt. We were so shocked." 
remembers it was gelling dark. She said ll was hard to visually capture 

She and her husband were inside their what the brightly lighted object was In the 
home when they noticed the room getting b•lef lime they had to watch lt. "The image 
brighter. "lt was like a truck had parked to me was of a small but fat plane of some 
outs1de and was shining its headlights into sort. ll was just phenomenal," she said. 
the house," she said. The woman said that despite their curlos-AtJout that time, her young son "came fly· lly, her family decided against going over to ing In and said there was something out- look at the lot across the street. "You get 
std�." She and her husband went out to 
look. 

frightened," she said. "We stayed in and 
didn't want to venture out." 

In a clearing between trees on a lot This woman Is one of six area residents tbredly across the street they saw two very who discussed their personal experiences 
bnght lights. "hke eyes," coming from an with unidentified flying obJ'ects. All either 
obJel'l "lt was making a very soft noise," 
the woman said. have worked, or are now working, In respon-

\. th 'r . · ·Id 
sible posillollllln their communities. 

I 
' s. c� so

_
n ra

_
n ms e to gel � camera, �·our of the people spoke anonymously. t •e �uman said she and her hus�nd They said they feared public ridicule loss of �a�ched.as the

_ 
obJect "t�.

k off UJ a vertical . credibility_ or both_ if their nam�s were po:�ltmn and dhiappeared. revealed Two others allowed their idenli-
The woman's husband warned her not to lies to be

. 
used 

report the incident. "lie said 'people will llere are lh�lr stories: Uunk you're really funny. •" She didn't • • 
report it, and has only talked about it twice Large carcular objeCt 
since then- for the second lime last week. 

She lipoke on the condition neither her 
name nor occupation be used .  

What did they see? 
What did the woman, her husband and her 

A 11 agerstown resident recalls he was 
about 17 when he had his experience several 
years ago. lie was driving along a road 
below Smithsburg when overhead he saw a 
large circular object lighted with rl!d lights. 

Please turn to UFOs, AS 

For many 
seeing UFOs 
is believing 

It will free man from his remaining 
chains, the chains of gravity which �till 
tie him to this planet. It will open to him 
tiJe g;Jtes of helll'en.- Wemher V on 
Braun, U .S. Army Ballistic Missile Agen­
cy, on the meaning of space travel, Time, 
... eb. 10, 1958. 

By TERRY TALBERT 
Staff Writer 

UH)S. Are they real? 
t'or six Tri-Stale residents, and other 

ordinary people who have witnessed 
extraordinary things, the answer Is yes. 
Jo'or them, seeing is believing. 

Many researchers who investigate 
reporls of Ufo'Os also believe they are 
reaL They say while the majority of 
sightings are of natural phenomenon, 
some simply can't be explained away. 

On I he other hand, there are the doubt­
ers and the skeptlcs. And the scoffers 
who crack jokes about little green men 
and Martlan spacecr¥fl, and assume that 
If you've seen a Ufo'O, you must be nuts. 

PleaH turn to DEBATE, A4 

Reagan, 
Gorbacl 

• 

try aga11 
INF. accord just the he: 

WASIIINGTON (AP) - Presi­
dent Rea'gan and Soviet leader 
Mikhal.l Gorbachev, building from 
the wreckage of the Reykjavik 
summit, meet this week to sign a 
hb'toric arms treaty and explore 
possibilities for a bolder agreement 

. lQ cut the most dangerous nuclear 
weapons by half. 

Amid hints the two sides have 
narrowed some differences, 
Reagan and Gorbachev will hold 
eight houn of While llouse talks 
during five meetings over three 
days, be� TUesday. 

ll will be the first superpower 
summit in Amertca since 1m, 
wht•n Richard Nixon played host to 
Leonld Brezhnev. - - . , 

For Reagan and Gorbachev, it 
will be their third meeting wtthin 25 
months, alter encounters in Gene­
va in 1985 and Reykjavik in IM. 
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Bush: history ., 
look fondly on 

WASIIINGTON (AP) - Vice 
President George Bush says he 
believes U. Col. Oliver L. Nortb 
will be viewed u a national hero 
ror his role in the !ran-Contra 
affair because the Marine officer 
"believed passionately in some­
thing." 

"Ollle stood up there, look the 
heat, and the American people in 
every bar in Chicago and every 
bowling alley in Texas and every 
little home said, 'lley, Uus guy 
believe:� in something, and I can 
identify with it,'" Bush said. 

In a wide-ranging interview wtth 
Britlsh television journalist Da\'id 
Jo'rolt1, however, the vice preSident 
repeated his view that the United 

Stales should never seek to trade 
arms for hostages. 

Bush said the arms-to-Iran initia· 
live got out of control because the 
apparatus within the government 
to review policy decisions "broke 
down." 

The Interview wtlh Frost wu 
being _broadcast over U.S. televi­
sion llt11tions this weekend as well 
as being published in the latell1 eda· 
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Debate 
Continued from A 1 The U .S. government joined the 

Washington Cou.nty Regional Atr· debllte over tlw! exisltmce of U Jo'01 
port manager Lelgh Sprowb 40 years ago after the reported 
expr�li the feellnp of many who ·crash of an alien spacecraft In New 
aren't convinced UFOs exist. "I'm Mexico mad.: national ht!11dUnes. 

a �ut believer In what 1 see, not In the 1850s, the Air force, In 
what uther people lite," he said. Project Blue Book, lnvc�>1lgated 

The fact people who see UFOI UJo'O lilghtangs, many of which 
�re uften £Ubject to ridicule, has w.:re occurring near miUU&ry Ins· 

�cpt many from ualking about lhetr lall<ttiOIIli. Critic£ of the now· 
�xperl.:nces. And even when delwacl project said the govern· 
'hey're willing to share lhetr Iilo· ment suppr.:.ssed some of Its find· 
111!£. mOlil Insist thetr names be lngs. They say Blue Book was liltl.: 

owathheld. more than a cover-up. 
: A Pennsylv� Stale PoUce Today, three decades later, the 
lrooper talked about his lilory only official government line on UJo'Os 
��� the condition of anonymity. lie remains u.nchanged. 
)ummed up the fear many people According to Department of 
�ve of talking about UFO sight· Dd.:nse spokesman Major Randy 
-tngs . Morger, "Our £lance renulins the 
: "I'm DOl the type of guy to jump one taken at the closeout of Blue 
lo conclusiOIIli, • he said. "I'm a Book. In a nullihell, it was found 
inember of the state poUce, and I that whlle there were incidents 
am a pretty credible person. But that couldn't be explained, given 
I'm 11fraad if I let you use my name, the faclll that Investigators had, 
l'U lose my credibility in court owrall there Will no evidence to 
case•. " lndic<tte that lf U FOli do ul.st they 

Nuclear phliyicist Stanton Fried· are any danger to our national 
m;m. who has lectured extellliively secwity. A:i a result, we aummart· 
on U t'l>s in this cou.ntry and In Can· ly drupped lnterelilln the IMibject." 
ada, ls a former skeptic who hal Morger said there Is no U .S. 
�>1udaed sightings for the past 30 government agency Investigating 
y.:ars and is firmly convinced UJo'O sightings, either overtly or 
Ut'Os exist . . covertly, a statement Maccabee 

•·nedm�&n saJd that aner his lee· flatly says he does not believe. ' 
lures (Including a recent one at So, there Is no governmental 
l111gerstown Ju.nlor CoUege), he group to which people can report 
lllik.li fur a lil111w of bands from lilllngs. Trt·Slate area poUce agen· 
tOO. In the a�Mllence who bave clcs said that when they get calls 
�n Ut'O.. wU!iuaUy, I find that 15 about UJo'Oli they file them away or 
to 20 percent have �n one," he refer the people to private 
a;ald. "When 1 8lik how m��ny relit!archers, because there's no one 
reported at, I find ll'1 about one In else they can report them to. 
20. It'll my experieace that lilght· But private researchers say 
lrip are common, aDd report.s of slghllngs continue de!iplte the lack 
tilt! m are much ltlil common." of "otrlclal" lnterelit In them. 

Jo'riedman has a name for the John Lutz, a Baltimore relildent, 
fear of ridicule that lilops 10me heads Odyssey Scientif ic  
frum repc.rtin& sigblings. lie calls Research. lie and fellow volu.nleer 
it "the lilU¥hter curta.ln." reliC archers have lnvt!>1lgated U Jo'O 

lie also has theories about why lilghtings In the Trt·State area lilnce 
some refuse to believe Ufo'Oli exist. 1963. lie said 15 to 20 percent of the· 
�tv!:ro:� �� � ��k:

.
have been filed by police• 

can't accept that another civillza· Lutz said many sightings In thil 
hun on anuther planet may have area, especially In the late 1960s 
upt�n� Von Brau.n's gates of beav· . and the 18705, have occurred In the 
en. vicinity of Camp David in F'reder· f 

"Jo'lylng saucen take man out of lck Cou.nty, and t'ort Ritchie ui: 
the <.-enter ol the u.nlverse," he· Washington Cou.nty. A barren bow· 
uid, � people can'\, handle dl!r field off of Fort Rllchie Road.: 
that Idea. rf . has been the site of several tree-tup 

. Both Jo'nedman and another phy· level UFO slghlings, he said. 
Slcasl anvolved an ut·o r�sean:h, .. Thcr� \\'1:1� �·- �� �Uilp1· 
IJr. Hruce Maccabee. � .. �� Ule vtdNly"of Camp DaVid or at

'. 

,., Spruii. .�.IW'flr.l . .' gcivem· · Fort Rltchie or Site R (the Under· 
·• ' mennor retnlorctng the altitudes ground Pentagon) In the Ul70s," 

of those who scoff at UFO sight· l.utz said. lie said on one occ11sion 
lugs. he was driven frum Blue llldge 

Maccabee is a civilian research- Summit, Pa .• by military personnel 
er �o��ho -.urkli for the Navy. lie has to an underground location where 
��� lrtvol\·ed In UJo'O lnvesllga· ht! wali permlllt"'i to Interview offl· 
�lOlLS lilnce his Interest In the sub- cers who had reported �lng a 
Jt!t'l wu ptqued by a large number U Jo'O. lie said he was bllndfulded 
uf report� sight� in the mid· dunng the trip. 
IO:i. l.utz lillld that over the years 

"One of the problems In u•·o there aLso have been several sight· 
rcliearch for yeus has been that lrtgs near a microwave tower un a 
the �uvernment hli.S not treated the road that rullli between GamhriU 
subJ�ct forthnghlly and as a result Slate J>ark on Rt. 40 and Rt. 77, 
the rida\:ule f<tclor has �own," saad and In the llazellon area In J>eun· 
1\laccabct:. "Conventional science 11ylvania. 
a�;cndes are not fundang research, A lipokeswoman ror Fort Rllchie 
� at b dl!pendent on volunteer saad there had bt.en no u�·o ·ight· 
'.•l>otr - ar u r t une v.·•r • 1 ,., t• 10 I hear luaov. .. 1 

ll•s on' 

From A1. 

kept there. A lipokesman for the 
park liervlce at Catoclln Mountain 
Park where Camp Davld is located 
said to his knowledge there had 
been no slghllrag:� in that 11rea. 

While Lutz said there has been a 
sharp drop in U Jo'O sl�:hllngs in Uus 
area In the pa!il decade, a fellow 
relit!archer In Pealnliylvanla liald 
there has been a recent upsurge In 
U �·o reports rrom we£tern parts of 
that stale, aaad from some areu In 
Welil Vtrginla and Virginia. 

Stan Gordon, of Greensburg, Pa., 
Is an electronic technician who Is 
the £late's director for the interna­
tional research group Mutual UJo'O 
Network. In 1�1. he aLso founded 
the Pennsylvania Alisocialiun for 
the Study of the Unexplained, a pri· 
vale research group that lnvesti· 
gates UJo'O reports. 

"Sightinp are much more corn· 
mon than people realize,'' Gordon 
said, adding that he has never per· 
sonaUy seen a U.'O. "There ha$ 
been a massive wave of reports In 
Pennsylvania and some parts of 
Welil Vtrginla since Augwat, and In 
Virginia since September: A lot of 
these have been what we eaU high· 
quaUty cases." 

Gordon liald his group lnvesti· 
gates hundredll of reports each 

Bureau of Prisons. "We are pllin· 
::: ning to continue renovating the 

cellhouses." 

ConUnued from A 1 , 
been lliChedul� for demoUUon 
under a renovation plan. . . 

"This prison will be here for 
many, muny years," said Mlchael 
Quinlan, director of the federal 

The 85-year-old prison, which 
once housed gan�1er AI Capone 
and was collSidercd one of the 
toughest In the federal prison sys­
tem, was undergoing a $03 mallion 
renovation when dctaances took it 
over. 

The db1urbance suarted began 
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• From A1 

UFOs Summit 
Continued from A 1 Continued from A 1 

"I pu� ovtr to the sldt of the 
road and watched lt for a ftw mtn­
utts." ilt said. "It was vtry 
strange. 1t hovtred. I saw smalltr 
objtcts come off of the bigger 
objtct. They wert an drcular 
shapts. and had red Ughts bl1nklng 
off and on ln unillon. 

Who to call for UFO info lie said the two superpowers are 
separated by "deep fundamental 
differences" In philosophy but must 
work together "to reduce the risk 
of war. This summit meeUng and 
treaty represent just that - steps 
taken together to ensure the 
peace." 

The following are private UFO rest'archers area residents can con· 
tact either for Information on UFO studies or to report a sighting: 

e John Lulz, of Odyssey Scientific Research, Is Interested In hear· 
lng of rtcenl or old UFO stghllngs. Write him at: Odyssey SclenUflc 
R�arch, P.O. Box 3582, Baltimore, Md. 21214. Meanwhile, Senate Republican 

leader Bob Dole or Kansas, who on 
t'rlday had criticized Reagan's 
harsh statements about conserva­
tive opponents of the missile trea· 
ty, released a statement decrying 
"strident comments by some fringe 
groups personally assailing Presl· 
dent Reagan." . 

"I watched the smaller objects 
come off and head out very 
quickly . . . toward Fort Ritchle. 
They were loo quick to be any type 
of atrcraft. 1 watched them go out 
and then come back to the (larger) 
vehicle. ll wu cloee overhead. 
Thert wu no nobe. You couldn't 
hear anythin&. It wu an visual." 

• Dr. Bruce Maccabee ls the chairman of the Fund for UFO 
Rest'arch. For more Information on lhls organization, write: Fund 
for Uf'O Rtsearch, Box 277, Mount Ranler, Md. 20712. 

• Stan Gordon Is head of the Pennsylvania AsaoclaUon for the 
Study of the Unexplained (PASU), and the Pennsylvania rtpresenta· 
Uve of the International UFO research group Mutual UFO Network. 

For frte information on UFO research, send a self-addressed enve· 
lope to: Pennsylvania AsaoclaUon for the Study of the Unexp� I 
oak HID Ave., Greensburg, Pa. 15801. 

The man said that after the 
smaller object� disappeared lnto 
the larger craft, tt accelerated and 
disappeared from view. He doesn't 
know what he saw. But he said lt 
wu "aomelhlnl you don't fQI'gel." 

To report a UFO slghUng, eaU PASU'a 24-hour UFO hoWne at 41Z. 
838-7718 • •  Bush 

Trooper eaw UFO 

A man who has been a Pennsyl­
vania State PoUce trooper for sev­
en yurs said that back ln 1m he 
aw a UFO at 10 p.m. on a 
Wednesday night ln Bradford 
County, Pa. He wu 17 years old, 
and was wtth two friends at the 
ume of the stttns. "It Is a vt\1a 
memory," be said . 

1t an started u a kind of joke. "I 
had a friend who wu a nut." the 
lrOOJlft' said. "He couldn't spell e-a· 
t. · but ilt could lake a computer 
apart and put ll back together 
agaln. He used to say, 'Come over 
to my house. The UFOs have a· 
trade route, and every Wettne.day 
they come over my house. •" � 

. · FlnaDy, one Wedneadliy, tne 
trooper and another friend took the 

Three bright lights 

llagerstown city poUce Lt. Rich­
ard Mumma was a 30-year-old offl· 
cer wiltn he visited wtth his father, 
brother and friends at his dad's big 
atone home near the reservoir ln 
llagerstown one summer night 10 
years a'go. \ 

Tilt group was standing In the 
driveway or the home, talldn& 
when they saw three bright white 
Ughts ln the sky. "They were very 
bright, shiny circular objects," he 
said. "They stayed ln one place for 
quite a while. We were looking 
west toward Hancoclr., toward 
Sldellng Jllll. Thty looked like they 
wert close to a barn about one­
quarter mUe away, but we couldn't 
be aure  . .  

"While we wert watching them, 
two of them took off. Thtrt wu 
one left. Thtn lt look off. We 
watched them I know for 15 mln· 
utes. We knew we wert watching 
aomelhlng unusual." 

computer whiJ up on his offer and A b )' ht 1 th k : wtnt to his home. "We were watch· m er ag n e 8 y. 
tng the night skies when we saw a 
circular flat round object, wtth a About 15 years ago, a Wllliams­fiashlng rtd \lght centered on Ita port resident was In her home one top come betWHn two mountatns night when her husband called htr tn front or ua." ht aald. "lt came outside. She remembers 1t was I horiJontauy, hovered, and then p.m. because abe Jooktd at bet' :nipped up vertkally,ao Ita lof> wu�- watch to mark the hour. ' 
toward US. and it came r1gh( · Outside, the nelghborhood was toward us. Ulumlnaled with an amber �ght. 

"ll was about 150 yards away "There was a real bright light In 
from us. It wu 110 to 70 feet In the sky that wu shining down," abe 

-diamtter. Thert wu no nobe. It said "ll was amber. ll was a beau­
·noattd up and away at tlo more ttrul color. I'll never forget that 
Jhan 15 to 20 miles an hour, and Ught. ll wu coming down from a 
wasn't seen any more. We wert round ball or Ught that just staytd 
able to obRrve tt for stl to eight at the same place In the sky." 
minutes." The trooper said he went· The woman said silt and her bus­
back to the site aner that, but nev· · band, and nelghbors who had seen 
er saw anylhlng agaln. · · · the light. watched as the �am :-

which widened as 1t got closer to 
earth - gradually became mort ConUnued from A 1 pale and narrowed unlU an that shooting down by the Japanese remained was a verUcal shaft of while running bombing missions In llght that came straight down from the South Paclnc during World War the source· 11  and the death of his preschool "ll wu just like you had a Ught_. d�ughter, Robin, to leukenila. bulb, and aom�ne was l� the • lie believes many people have dimmer switch, she said. ll (the come to conclude, mistakenly, that amber Ught) got lighter and Ughter he has no strong VIews. This, Bush and lighter. ll narrowed unlU lt said, could be traced to the fact he just came straight down, and then has served 85 vice president for the Ughl just went out. You know, early seven years. like you ntck a switch to turn off n 
the llghta at home." "Some or lt may be my recent 

job," he saki. "If you're a suppor­
tive vtce president, you sublimate 
your own priorities and your own Zooms in front of car 
passions for a team." 

Ann Roblnson Is ln the pubUc • lie and President Reagan dJsa. 
affairs. office at Fort Detriclt tn gree somewhat on the abortion 
Frederick County. She was wtth a Issue. Bush said that he would 
male friend lhls October near allow abortions ln Instances or 
Harpers Ferry, w. V a., when the rape, Incest or to aave the Ufe of 
two of them saw aomelhlnl they tilt mother, while Reagan would 
couldn't ldenllry. allow it only to spare the mother's 

"lt was at night," she saki, "and life . 
we wert driving on a back road, • lie has In the put faDed to hen­
when an or a sudden a rtal bright die criticism very wen, RuM! saki, 
Ught zoomed In front of our car, at adding that he ls working to 
the treetop level, and disappeared Improve that. 
behind the trees In a wooded field. "In 1984, I let a lot of criUclsm 
ll wu really strange, scary. It wu get to me. I wasn't as relaxed as I 
rtaUy weird. should have been. I lake something 

"lie wu driving, and we both personal when some guy asktd me 
saw ll. ll wu prtlty good sized, some ugly quesllon. That's one 
yellowilh tn color, and very bright. thlnil've learned In lhls job- try. 
ll was shap@d De a rourwt, • nM-111etter at that. I sUU got a long way 
tcned out basketball. 1 remember, to go." 
we kept driving but looked back to Rush stopped short or calling 
see If a fire had started where we North a national hero - as Reagan 
aaw lt dL�ppear." had done not long after the lran-

Roblnson liBid silt didn't know Contra affair unraveled. 
what the object was. She said lt 
didn't have a tall, Uke a comet. 

"I have no Idea what lt was, 
except maybe some sort of tneleor· 
lte," she said. "I guess maybe lt 
was some type of fal l ing 
object .. . I guess." · 

STAN GORDON via COUD-1 
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Reagan urller tn the week had 
said that critics of the INF treaty 
were peoplt who had acccptf'd "the 
lnevltablllty of war," and lloward 
Phillips. head of the Con1iernU\·e 
Caucus, retorted thal the president 
had become "a useful Idiot for 
Kremlln propaganda." 

Dole said yesterday that "in my 
vtew, those kinds of ridiculous (lf'r· 
sonal attacks should never ha\'t 
any place In the political dialogue 
and certainly not when directed at 
the president of the Unltf'd Slates 
on the eve of the summit." 

On his flrst�\'er \1sll to the Unit· 
td Stales, Gorbachev wtU arrtve 
tomorrow, nylng here from Mos· 
cow wtth a brief stop ln London to 

talk \ 
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